What Happens to the Pathogens and Dirt in the Filter?

Mechanical Trapping
They get trapped in the sand.

The water can flow through the
sand, but some dirt and pathogens

are 100 big to fit through

They get eaten.

The microbes eat each other
inside the filter, especially in the

Natural Death
They die.
Some pathogens die because

there isnt enough food or air for
them inside the BSF



What Makes the BSF Special? The Biolayer!

In & BSF, small microbes ive In the 1op of the sand.  This is callied the BIOLAYER. The
Dickayer is very important for making the walter safe 10 drink. The biclayer takes about 30
deystogrow
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Many microbes iive in water VR N
They are 100 small 10 see, bt -
they are there! When you pour

waler Ino the filter, the microbes
start iving in the lop of the sand




